The Sunshine Scene
"W
hat is it that makes Clearwater
shine? What is it that makes our
city special?" If you answered, "The
beach", you are in a definite majority.
But if one were asked to describe the
beach, answers might vary immensely.
While one might mention the soft, white
sand, the Gulf waters, and the hot sun, an-
other might speak of the cool breeze flowing
across the poolside deck at Holiday Inn
Surfside with the gentle sounds of the band
carressing the ears.
Probably the most common response
would be the daytime swimming and sun-
bathing spot. When asked what he thought
of the beach, Rick Folwell, senior, respond-
ed, "White sand, lots of bikinis, and sail-
boats." Everyday, when the weather per-
mitted, flocks of Clearwater residents and
tourists alike would cross the causeway to
the city's number one tourist attraction and
hangout.
One might ask, "What is so big about the
beach?" Junior Chuck Hinton answered,
"It's a great place to get a tan." Skeet Spil-
lane responded, "During the summer, it is a
good place to see your friends." No matter
what the reason, students spent many
afternoons spread out on the beach.
"When I think of the beach, Holiday Inn
Surfside comes to my mind, because there I
can spend time with my friends", stated
junior John Peeples. This seemed to be a
common attitude for CHS students. Every
weekend night one could find swarms of
young people sitting around the pool and
on the beach listening to the band. Surfside
was the perfect place to catch a few tunes,
talk with friends, meet new people, and en-
joy the beach.
Another way to enjoy the beach was to
cruise up to the Palm Pavillion and hangout
for a while. This was the thing to do on a
night which seemed to be lost until then.
Often on eventless weekend nights and
summer week nights, the North Parking lot
would be jammed with young people sitting
back on cars, with stereos cranked, and fris-
bees flying overhead. The Pavillion was the
classic place to go if one wasn't in the mood
for a movie or a pizza, or if one simply didn't
want to spend any money.
Though the students reasons for liking
the beach varied, it was definitely the best
spot for relaxing after a long day of school
or hanging out on a hot weekend. Though
favorite hangouts may change with the
years, Clearwater Beach has traditionally
been number one in the hearts of CHS stu-
dents. T
by Jeff Samsel
L_
s IViU'h